DAAD Artists-in-Berlin Program
The DAAD Artists-in-Berlin Program is one of the most renowned residency programs for international artists and cultural practitioners in the fields of visual arts, film, literature, and music & sound. Each year, it awards residencies in Berlin to around twenty outstanding cultural producers. The residency enables the chosen fellows to focus on their creative thinking, actions, and research pursuits without being obliged to produce. Encounters with other artists and cultural producers stimulate transdisciplinary cooperation and initiate reciprocal learning processes.
Both during and after their period of residency in Berlin, the fellows receive support from the Artists-in-Berlin Program to develop and present exhibitions, concerts, performances, film projects, readings, and publications. Collaboration with guests and partners results in new creative endeavors that are presented at the daadgalerie, in other cultural institutions in Berlin, throughout Germany, and in locations all around the world.
The Artists-in-Berlin Program builds lasting relationships with its alumni. By facilitating and supporting projects by both current and former fellows, it sets an international example and underscores the importance of cultural coproduction and critical engagement with contemporary issues. Through its wide-ranging program of events and digital offerings, it creates a resonance space for the creative practice of its fellows and alumni, whose narratives, pictorial worlds, and soundscapes invite audiences to expand their horizons of aesthetic, social, and political experience.
Since its founding in West Berlin in 1963, the DAAD Artists-in-Berlin Program has made a significant contribution to the internationalization of cultural production. As an institution, it is currently undertaking a critical examination of its own history with regard to past exclusions and blind spots.
In its multiple roles as host, supporter, and enabler, the Artists-in-Berlin Program is committed to promoting diversity, as well as to combating racism and all forms of discrimination. It offers shelter to cultural producers whose artistic freedom and freedom of expression are at risk. In response to the climate crisis, the Artists-in-Berlin Program is committed to adopting climate-neutral practices and to reducing its CO2 footprint.
By maintaining the continuity of its work, the DAAD Artists-in-Berlin Program highlights and firmly supports the multivocality of the arts.


Application and selection process

Artistic disciplines
· Visual Arts
· Literature
· Music and Sound (composers, sound artists)
· Film

In the fields of literature, film and music, artists can apply themselves. In the field of visual arts, a jury of international experts proposes artists for direct invitation.
The selection is made by four juries of international experts. They are newly constituted each year and meet once per year and division.


Nobel Laureates

The following alumni have been awarded Nobel Prizes in Literature:

Gao Xingjian 
Nobel Prize 2000 
BKP Fellow Literature 1985, six month fellowship at the age of 45

Imre Kertész
Nobel Prize 2002
BKP Fellow Literature 1993, three month fellowship at the age of 61

Mario Vargas Llosa
Nobel Prize 2009
BKP Fellow Literature 1997/1998, one-year fellowship at the age of 61

Swetlana Alexijewitsch 
Nobel Prize 2015
BKP Fellow Literature 2011/2012, one-year fellowship at the age of 63

Olga Tokarczuk
Nobel Prize 2018
BKP Fellow Literature 2001/2002, one-year fellowship at the age of 39
Peter Handke
Nobel Prize 2019
BKP Fellow Literature 1968/1969, one-year fellowship at the age of 26
